
10GBASE-T  - The Case for STP
Competitive Assessment

Shielded:
Nexans
Brand Rex*
R&M
Tyco*
3M*
Panduit*
Legrand*
Molex

UTP:
Systimax
Krone
Tyco (press release but no details)
Panduit*

*have channel certificates



STP vs UTP
• Screened solutions pass the alien crosstalk requirements with 

good headroom so the customer can be confident that installed 
systems will be compliant. 

• Cost  - 10G UTP is not necessarily cheaper than a screened 
system - the technology required to eliminate alien AXT in 
UTP may be comparable with cost of screening. 

• 10G UTP cable may be physically larger or a different shape 
than STP so will require more containment. Screened 
containment may be required with UTP 

• Ease of Installation  - Screened 10G systems may be easier to 
install than 10G UTP solutions. 

• No AXT field testing needed with screened cabling – AXT 
effects are an unknown with UTP.



STP vs UTP – Post Installation

• Freedom for the customer to make moves 
and changes with screened solution–
moving a TO or a patchcord will not 
make a difference to the AXT.

• No need to worry about noise generated 
after installation when the system is made 
live.

• Adds up to a lower risk choice.
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